
Museum Triptych 
   
I present to you all the first major project of my Drawing/Imaging class: a self-
portrait through culture and personal objects, in a series made of three parts. 
To start, we all went to the Met to take pictures of and sketch a 3 dimensional object 
or sculpture from the cultural area of the museum most closely related to our own 
background. Being Chinese, I went to the section of Ancient Chinese art. In this 
section there were a multitude of small figurative sculptures and cups, vases, and 
plates. I walked around the area a few times until I decided to use this figure of a 
lion: 
 

     



         

 
 
Even though it was a lion figure, it reminded me of a cute dog..but I also chose it 
because of the structural details of the head, and the negative space between the 
legs. Since it was displayed in a glass case I could only see a limited number of 
perspectives. Aside from this museum object, my other four personal objects 
included my Converse sneaker, a DSLR camera, a hair band, and my glasses. They’re 
all mundane objects but they each reveal a bit about me. The shoe was included 



because I’ve worn those Converse for so long that they’re almost falling apart but 
they’re still holding up. I chose the DSLR because it’s my first quality camera other 
than a digital point and shoot, and because I started becoming interested in 
photography last year and learned how to use a DSLR then. The hair band may not 
make sense as of now I don’t have enough hair to actually use it, but it’s a small gift 
from a good friend, and I treasure everything my friends give me. The pair of glasses 
is the last personal object I chose because I’ve worn glasses for almost my whole 
life, and they are an ubiquitous part of my daily living. 
Contour Drawing 
The first drawing of the three part series was the contour drawing. In this piece I 
varied the scale and position of each object, as well as their distances from each 
other. Since it is a contour drawing, I focused on the line weight to indicate various 
structural details. Overall I wanted to show movement and allow the eye to travel 
around the drawing. Shown below are the thumbnail sketches and the final 
drawing: 
 

     



     

 
  
 



Positive/Negative Space   
For the second piece we were assigned to use positive/negative space and create an 
interesting composition. I struggled with creating another composition because I 
had to focus on the shape of the spaces, instead of relying on the details of the 
objects themselves. Again, I differed scale, but it wasn’t as extreme as it could have 
been. I think I kind of felt stuck in trying to think of new compositions. I also think I 
could have played more with intersecting the objects. However, I think there is a 
nice balance between the black and white spaces, as there isn’t too much of one or 
other. 

     

 



 
  
Value and Collage   
For the last piece of this triptych, we focused on using pathfinder, making shapes, 
and adding in different values ranging from white to black. I think I struggled the 
most with this one because at this point I was thinking how could I take the same 
five objects to create a new composition..? In this piece we were also allowed to 
overlap objects so that some weren’t drawn 3 dimensionally, but flat, like in the 
positive/negative piece. On top of that, geometric shapes (circles, squares, 
rectangles, etc) were added to break up the space. This piece started as usual with a 
hand drawing, which was transferred into Illustrator with values and shapes added. 



     

 
  
In the initial drawing I left more blank space so that I could add the shapes later. I 



think I could have done more shading and left it in the Illustrator version but at the 
time I wanted to use more values from Illustrator. After printing out the modified 
drawing from Illustrator, in class we all cut out different sections and added textures 
and patterns within those spaces. At first I didn’t have many patterns repeated until 
after the piece went through a check up and I realized that indeed patterns should 
be repeated. Thus, I took the patterns I already had and cut out more spaces to 
allow repetition so that the eye could move around the whole composition. 

 
  
Presentation and Critique 



 

 
Finally, everything comes together! After all the pieces were finished, everyone 
posted up their pieces accordingly and made a little setup which included some of 
the materials we used, as well as our personal objects. Overall, I received pretty 
helpful critique; I learned that I should have challenged myself more since I have 
prior knowledge of Illustrator, and that I could have improved my compositions 
throughout. Altogether though, all the pieces work together nicely and I’m pretty 
satisfied with what I made. 
 	  


