
Self Exploration Through Objects 
 

 
[The Final Presentation with Materials Used and Objects Portrayed] 
 
A three part project focusing on the importance of composition in regards to 
line, value, and size, the class was asked to choose personal objects of 
importance with the addition of a relevant cultural object found at the 
Metropolitan Museum. 
Although I was born in Southern California, my cultural heritage is Korean so 
during a trip to the Met, I chose an object from the Korean Arts wing. Due to 
the limited collection of Korean art at the Met, I gathered the contour 
structure of a small porcelain wine cup from the 15th century to accompany 
my other personal items. 



 
  
[Museum Piece at the Met/ Contour from the Met] 



 
[Personal Objects: Bracelet, Pill box, Necklace, Bottle of Truffle Oil] 
 
Using the four personal items and one museum piece, I first created a 
composition for a contour study of all the objects in relation to one another. 
 

 
  
[Contour Thumbnails in Sketchbook] 
  



  
[Finished Contour Piece/ markers on bristol] 
  
Then using Illustrator, I created a study of positive and negative space with 
the same five objects. 
 

 
  
[Positive/Negative Thumbnail in Sketchbook] 
  



 
[Final Positive/Negative in Illustrator] 
  
The final part of the project was a combination of elements from both the 
contour piece and the positive and negative piece. After first drawing the 
contour composition, I put it into Illustrator and added gray values to add 
interest and dimension. Upon printing it out, I then began to add and cut out 
portions of the piece with various collage materials to accentuate different 
values. 
 

 
  
[Value Contour Drawing, marker on bristol] 
  



 
[Value Illustrator] 

 

 
[Final Value Piece with Collage] 

 
Ultimately, this project was an invaluable trial and error experience with 
Illustrator. By the end of the project, I felt a lot more comfortable with the 
technology and I hope to continue enhancing my drawing abilities with it. 
	  


